
Opportunities for
information and
interpretation

The wetland Information Center (IC) is located
at the entrance of the area, close to the intersection
of the national driveway from Edessa to Florina with
the provincial road to Kerasia. The visitor, after
gathering the necessary information and material at
the IC, may start from this point and drive around
the wetland, following the peripheral road or, hike,
following the local road and trail network. On the
adjacent map, the peripheral road is plotted in grey
colour while, hiking trails that visitors may follow
to experience the natural beauty of the wetland,
are plotted in orange colour. 

Interesting view points around the
wetland are presented
with the symbol

and the distances of 
several points from
the IC are shown on
the signs

Man
Fishing (20), especially of cray-

fish, used to be one of the main
income resources for the local
inhabitants. Today, the excessive
growth of reedbeds and the water
eutrophication have resulted in the
significant decline of fisheries.

One of the traditional activities is
stock - raising (21).
Cows, horses and
sheep graze at the
wet meadows and at
the surrounding
grasslands.

In recent years, cherry tree cultivation (22) is the predominant agricultural activity. But, the accompany-
ing excessive use of pesticides and fertilisers provokes the eutrophication of the wetland.

The operation of the Agras hydropower plant (23) has a decisive effect in the local landscape, as it
controls the water level of the wetland. Its personnel periodically removes the aquatic vegetation from the
wetland canals (24).

But, the special conservation value of the wetland
is attributed to the presence of rare birds. Threatened
species, such as the ferruginous duck (14) and little

bittern (15), breed at the area together with common
birds like the swans (16), coots (17), little grebes

and moorhens. Migratory birds, like the dalma-
tian and white pelicans, many herons (18) but

also, rare raptors, such as osprey (19),
pass during spring and autumn migration,

while, during winter, the visitor may
observe several duck species (mal-

lard, ferruginous duck, wigeon,
pochards and red - crested

pochard), pygmy cormorants,
raptors, such as the marsh

harrier, the hen harrier
and, occasionally the

golden eagle.

Ecotourism and environmental edu-
cation (27) are rather new, but rising
activities at the area, that create an
opportunity for the revitalisation of the
coexistence of man and nature (28).

The most characteristic mammal
present at the wetland, introduced here by

man, is the coypu (6), but the most important one is the
otter (7), a rare fish - eating species. There are also common

species, like the weasel (8). Regarding amphibians and reptiles,
the most common are the marsh frog (9) and the grass snake (10).

Many fish species (11) are present, but in sparse populations
(carp, southern barbell, wells, rudd, tench, pike, roatch). Last years

crucian carp, goldfish, mosquito fish and grass carp have been
introduced by man. It is worth mentioning the presence of

two crayfish species (12), an endemic one and an
American species introduced by man, as well

as of many invertebrates (13).

Habitats
Calcareous fens (1), mainly consisting of reeds, rushes and sedges (2) and in some locations

water lilies (3) are among the most important wetland habitats. Nuphars (4) are among
the species that occur at the open water areas.

Several alleys exist in places around the wetland and are composed of broad-
leaved trees, characteristic of the vegetation of the wider area, like the macedonian
oaks at the peninsula of St George church (5).
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The churches of St George at Vryta and Panagia Mesonisiotissa
(25) are important local monuments and are both surrounded by
beautiful alleys, where traditional celebrations are taking place.

The railway line, passing through the wetland (26), constitutes a
unique element of the local landscape.
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